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man returned to his shed and his task of whittling his pea-sticks
than Nelly lifted up her high-pitched voice.
"Tell us some more about they funny men what lived in Lake
Village in your grand-dad's time."
Muttering and chuckling the old man moved up to the railings
and leaning over tried to lift Bert across. But Bert, far too heavy
for him, was already pushing himself under the lowest bar. The
three 'older children were now scrambling over the top of the
railings; and in about three minutes after their first "Hullo'"' they
were all seated at Old Twig's feet in the front of his shed listening
spellbound to what he was saying.
"'Twould be in me wone field,5" he began, "this here Lake
Village if all had their rights. Grand-dad sold 'un to Lawyer
Beere's father and Lawyer Beere's father sold 'un to Mr. Crow up
at Elms, and Mr. Crow, they say, is goin' to turn sheep out and
make it a visitors' field. HeVe a-brought one party here already
this season and so have Mr. Barter. Other folks say he be going to
turn this wold field into one of they landings for airboats. If this
be true 'twill be terrible disturbing for them old ghosties in Lake
Village."
"Have you ever seed one of they funny men's ghosties, Mr-
Twig?" enquired Sis.
"Don't interrupt, Sis!" cried Nelly. "Number One ain't begun
his story yet! His story ain't about Mr. Crow."
"It ain't about any of the like of us," echoed Captain Jackie,
taking the cue from his lieutenant. " Tis about they old men
theyselves."
"Be I telling this 'ere tale or be ye telling this 'ere tale?" said
Abel Twig. It dawned upon him rather sadly that his listeners en-
visaged the ancient heroes of Lake Village as so many feeble
replicas of Number One.
"Bert be a good boy, Bert be!" ejaculated irrelevantly the
owner of that name.
"When I tell this 'ere tale to Bumboggle," said Mr. Twig,
"Bumboggle do prick his girt ears and say nothink."
There was a complete silence among the Alley Gang at this,
and Old Twig went on.
" Twas years and years afore King Arthur that they Ancient